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NEWS: West End residents to weigh in on proposed apartment tower 
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If all goes as planned in the rezoning application process, a 22-storey rental apartment 
building will occupy the site of the former St. John’s United Church at 1401 Comox 
Street (at Broughton). 
 
The church’s congregation has dwindled in recent years, and the BC Conference of the 
United Church of Canada placed the 17,200-square-foot property on the market this year. 
Westbank Projects and Peterson Investment Group, the same developers behind the 
Shangri-La and Woodward’s projects, paid $4.25 million for the property in September, 
and Henriquez Partners architects has been hired to design the building. The complex is 
to include 193 rental units, 13 of which will be three-bedroom townhouses. 
 
“It’s a 100-per-cent rental building, 100 per cent dedicated for the life of the building, 
and will not be stratified,” says architect Gregory Henriquez. “This is something that falls 
into the mayor’s STIR [Short Term Incentives for Rental housing] program, which will 
probably be one of the very first all-rental buildings to be built in the West End in over 25 
years.” 
 
Since word of the rezoning application was mailed to surrounding residents earlier this 
month, Henriquez says he’s received a surprising amount of positive response to the 
proposal, which will be presented to the public at an open house Tuesday (November 24), 
in the Nelson Room of the Coast Plaza Hotel (1763 Comox), from 4-7 p.m. 
“Affordability is the number-one issue in terms of housing in Vancouver, and rental 



housing isn’t being built because the economics don’t work. This is a unique opportunity 
to build up our rental stock,” he says. 
 
Henriquez told WE that studio units in the new development will rent for under $1,000 a 
month, with other units renting between $2 and $2.15 per square foot. Outdoor amenities 
will include a community garden and a children’s play area. 
 
While some residents have voiced concerns about the appropriateness of a 22-storey 
tower at the site, Henriquez says a great deal of consideration has gone into the building’s 
streetscape; it would feature a series of brick elements and a four-storey brick facade to 
help facilitate the transition in building size. “There’s been a real effort made to help with 
the transition in scale from the buildings, but then acknowledge that it’s one of dozens of 
towers in the neighbourhood,” he says. “There’s towers all around it.” 
 
For West End Residents Association (WERA) president Brent Granby, the site proposal 
means more than just a rezoning application — it’s a process, he says, that should fully 
engage residents who might be affected by it. “It’s critically important that people give as 
much input to the City as possible, so that they can have some kind of influence on what 
the... development is going to look like,” he says. “I think that’s what’s giving people a 
lot of concern on these projects, is that there isn’t a consensus on what the actual built 
form is going to look like if we go forward.” 
 
As part of efforts to open up discussion about the redevelopment, Granby and members 
of WERA have started sharing information on a blog, 1401Comox.ca. In advance of the 
November 24 open house, WERA will hold a community forum on rezoning applications 
Saturday (November 21) in the Crystal Ballroom of the Empire Landmark Hotel (1400 
Robson), from 1-3 p.m. The forum will discuss the rezoning of 1401 Comox, as well as a 
public hearing on the rezoning of 1215 Bidwell Street, currently occupied by the 
nightclub Maxine’s Hideaway. 
 
“Affordability is critical for this city right now,” says Granby. “It really concerns me, 
particularly with the STIR program, that there seems to be a notion that if you just 
increase supply, that somehow that’s going to create affordability.” 


